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April 2, 2007

DIRECTIVE NO. 74

SUBJECT:  Approval and Written Notification of Emergency Management Exercises and Actual
Occurrences

Emergency management exercises are an effective means to assess planning and
training programs, develop and sustain public/private interest and awareness of emergency
management programs, and improve preparedness initiatives for all hazards that could potentially
threaten our state, its citizens, the environment and property. Exercises are therefore, vitally
important, functionally invaluable and encouraged for all levels of government and the private sector.

In conjunction with this philosophy, all exercise activities must also be coordinated
through and pre-announced to the state, the county and any affected municipalities. For obvious
reasons and to ensure the safety of the potentially affected population, governing bodies must be
aware of the activities in advance so that they can properly inform any concerned parties
(surrounding communities, media, etc.) that the activities are of an exercise nature and that there is
no need to be alarmed.

Any entity (municipal, county, private organization, etc.) in this state, wishing to
conduct and receive credit and recognition for any emergency management or homeland security
type exercise activity (orientation, drill, tabletop, functional or full scale) or seek exercise credit for
an actual occurrence, must submit their request through the appropriate county office of emergency
management utilizing the newly developed State Exercise Tracking and Reporting System. Requests
to conduct exercises shall be forwarded by the county office of emergency management and to the
respective New Jersey Office of Emergency Management Regional Office at least thirty days prior
to the anticipated start date of the activity. Requests to receive credit for exercises and/or actual
occurrences will be forwarded in the same manner, no later than thirty days after termination of the
activity. Utilization of this resource will prove invaluable to New Jersey's homeland security and
emergency/disaster preparedness efforts by providing the ability to record, track. collate and
compare, all statistical data pertaining to these activities throughout the state. Failure to comply with
this Directive will result in a denial to conduct and/or receive credit for the activity and
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